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Diving into Pool Water

Stephanie Harris: How is pool and 
spa treatment similar and different to 
other water treatment applications? 

Thomas Lachocki: Swimming pool 
and spa (recreational water) treatment 
has many similarities to other water 
treatment applications. Achieving sani-
tary conditions, water balance that is 
friendly to surfaces, equipment and peo-
ple, and good water clarity are key goals. 

Because contaminants are constantly 
added to recreational water via the envi-
ronment and whenever a person enters 
the water, there are some differences. 
Proper disinfectant levels and water bal-
ance must be maintained at all times. 
Water is circulated, filtered, treated 
and returned to the pool. In addition 
to disinfection and filtration, there is 
a growing trend to incorporate a third 
level of protection such as ultraviolet, 
ozone or enhanced filtration to further 
protect swimmers in public pools. 

Harris: What are best practices for 
keeping pool water safe for swimming? 

Lachocki: Automation and tech-
nology have long been used with larger 
public pools and are migrating to small-
public and backyard pools. Probes and 
controllers that interface with chemical 
feeders are excellent ways to maintain 
proper pH and disinfectant levels and 
to make pool care easier for owners. 
These technologies are particularly use-
ful in high-demand environments like 
spas, wading pools and heavy-use pools. 

Aquatic play features are also being 
installed in smaller public pools and 
high-end residential pools to increase 
their recreational appeal. There are many 
specialty products to control algae, scale, 
cloudy water and surface staining avail-
able, all of which help maintain the aes-
thetic beauty of swimming pools. 

 Harris: What are the dangers 
of swimming pools that are not 
properly treated and maintained?

Lachocki: The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention documents 
thousands of people infected with rec-

reational water illnesses each year. As 
a result, engineering controls, opera-
tional procedures and consumer warn-
ings and guidance are important. 

Harris: Have significant legisla-
tion or safety codes recently passed 
regarding swimming pool safety of 
which operators should be aware?

Lachocki: Two federal laws govern 
different aspects related to pool and spa 
safety. The first, the Federal Insecticide 
Fungicide & Rodenticide Act, has gov-
erned all products sold in the U.S. that 
claim to kill or mitigate pests. This 
law gives authority to the U.S. EPA to 
review and approve all product labels. 

In December 2007, the Virginia 
Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act 
was signed into law by President Bush 
and went into effect in December 
2008. Among other provisions, the act 
requires all drain covers to comply with 
a national standard to help prevent suc-
tion entrapment. All public pools must 
have compliant covers, and in cases 
where there are single drains plumbed 
directly to a pump, additional levels of 
protection may be needed. wqp

For more information, contact Thomas 

M. Lachocki, Ph.D., at 719.540.9119 or 

by e-mail at tom.lachocki@nspf.org.

Stephanie Harris is managing editor 

of Water Quality Products. Harris 

can be reached at 847.391.1007 or by 

e-mail at sharris@sgcmail.com.

For more information on this subject 

write in 1004 on the reader service card.

Tips for treating and 

maintaining pool water

By Stephanie Harris

tech update

W hether you are a 
water treatment profes-
sional experienced in pools and 
spas, or you are just getting your feet 
wet in recreational water treatment, it is always 
helpful to be educated on best practices for pool and spa 
water quality. Stephanie Harris, managing editor of Water 
Quality Products, recently spoke with Thomas Lachocki, 
Ph.D., CEO of the National Swimming Pool Foundation, 
to discuss best treatment practices for pools and spas. 

Upon sensing moisture, Leak Controller will 
engage the shut-off valve and sound an alarm.
The water source is cut off, stopping the leak
while the alarm continues to sound until the
valve is manually reset.

THE FIRST LINE OF DEFENSE
AGAINST WATER DAMAGE!

480.892.0591

Leak Controller connects to:
• Water purification systems
•  Refrigerators / Ice makers
• Coffee makers
• Industrial applications and more!

Over 80,000 Leaks Prevented!

LEAK CONTROLLERTM

A Specialized, Affordable Water Alarm and Shut-off System

www.watercontrollerinc.com
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When you buy one of these great kits between now and
December 31, 2009 you will also be entered in our monthly

drawing for a GARMIN GPS System ($275 value)!®

For details call or visit:

Testing Your Water Since 1919!
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WEBresources
Related search terms from 

www.waterinfolink.com: disinfection, 

filtration, pools & spas

For more information related to this 

article, visit www.wqpmag.com/

lm.cfm/wq100904



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


