Art Becker

Elizabeth Lisican: Describe some
can’t-miss events taking place at the
NGWA’s upcoming annual meeting.

Art Becker: More than 300 exhibi-
tors are expected to display the latest
industry equipment and materials. This
year will have many educational offer-
ings with a number of “outdoor action”
presentations where real-time field activ-
ities demonstrating new equipment,
products and industry techniques will
take place. The NGWA Geothermal
Drilling Mud and Grouting School is
a one-day outdoor action event that
provides hands-on mud and grouting
applications and education. This
embodies groundwater protection
though proper grouting of geothermal
closed-loop wells.

More than 70 other educational
offerings will be provided, including:
“Consider Getting Into Geothermal
Drilling,. It's More Than a Hole in the
Ground;” “Designing More Effective
Well Systems;” “Fleet Safety: Preventing
Common Water Well Driller Fleet
Accidents;” and “How the New Tax
Laws Will Affect You.”

Lisican: What are some current
“hot topics” within the world
of groundwater?

Becker: Everyone wants to partici-
pate in lowering our country’s depen-
dence on foreign oil and fossil fuel and
have a cleaner environment by utilizing
green energy sources. Ground source
heat pump (GSHP) geothermal tech-
nology is a true green energy source.
GSHP technology has been employed
for more than 40 years but has recently
gained wider acceptance as technolog-
ical advances in system efficiencies have
driven the cost of these systems down
to a point where they are now very
viable heating and cooling alternatives
for both residential and commercial
applications. Although the initial cost
of the system is greater than traditional
HVAC systems, the energy savings in

34 | WATER QUALITY PRODUCTS

Breaking

Compiled by Elizabeth Lisican

New Ground

The National Ground Water Assn.’s (NGWA) 2010
Annual Meeting & Expo will take place Dec. 7 to

10 in Las Vegas. NGWA President-Elect Art Becker
discussed this year’s event with Water Quality
Products (WQP) Associate Editor Elizabeth Lisican
and offered an industry update.

operation of the system is very signifi-
cant and substantial.

The greatly diminished operating
energy requirements mean less energy
consumption in the long run and
significant energy cost savings to the
consumer—a win-win situation. The
heart of these systems is the ground
loop heat exchanger, which is typi-
cally a drilled vertical closed loop
field. The members of the NGWA
are experts in drilling and loop well
installation and the NGWA is a tech-
nology and educational knowledge
base for the drilled vertical closed
loop heat exchanger system.

Sonic drilling is the latest tech-
nology introduced to the drilling
community. Sonic continues to be
refined and is now a viable approach
for many drilling projects. Advantages
in drilling production and limited drill
cutting/soil generation is driving clients
and drillers alike to investigate and
use this drilling method. A significant
number of rig manufacturers now offer
sonic drilling equipment.

Lisican: What else is the NGWA
doing to promote sustainability?

Becker: Protection of groundwater
resources will also need to be elevated
from current standards to decrease the
loss of groundwater resources through
contamination. The NGWA is very
active in the groundwater sustainability
movement and provides educational
and government affairs action to assist
in improving our ability to sustain this
precious resource.

Lisican: What are your thoughts
on the current situation regarding
emerging contaminants threatening
groundwater supplies?

Becker: The scientist and engineer
members of the NGWA are recognized
global experts in groundwater contami-
nation investigation and remediation.
The environmental industry is now

some 40-plus years old and the number
of investigative and remedial methods
and technologies that have been devel-
oped are amazing. There is a commit-
ment by this group for continued
education, research and development of
new technologies for groundwater reme-
diation. This year’s expo will feature

an educational offering for scientists:
“Petroleum Hydrocarbons and Organic
Chemicals in Groundwater: Prevention,
Detection and Remediation Forum.”
This program speaks directly to the
continued efforts for groundwater
sustainability and protection.

Lisican: Describe some major
goals NGWA is working toward,
both short and long term.

Becker: Short-term goals include
to continue to expand our educational
commitment to all groundwater stake-
holders, and to work closely with the
U.S. and global governments to develop
science-based nonpolitical programs
that provide for both current and
future groundwater needs and attain
the balance necessary to accomplish
this. Long-term goals include being a
driving force in global groundwater
resource management, protection and
sustainability. This will be accom-
plished through education, cooperation
and increased collaboration with other
groups and stakeholders that share the
vision of a world in which groundwater
is critical to humankind.

Art Becker is president-elect of NGWA.
Becker can be reached at art.becker@
sgs.com or at 609.294.1110.

Elizabeth Lisican is associate editor of
WQP. Lisican can be reached at elisi-
can@sgcmail.com or at 847.391.1012.

For more information on this subject
write in 1008 on the reader service card
or visit www.wgpmag.com/Im.cfm/
wq111008.
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PureSafe Purification System
Receives WQA Gold Seal Listing
PureSafe Water Systems Inc.
announced that the PureSafe First
Response Mobile Water Purification
System (FRWS) has been listed in
the WQA Gold Seal Certification
Program. The system also was tested
and certified against the WQA
ORD0902 for Low Lead Compliance.

Forsta Filters Announces Water
Stewardship Discount

To further its
commitment to
the sustainable use
of water, Forsta
Filters is offering a
Water Stewardship
Discount on proj-
ects involving improvements to indus-
trial infrastructure or agricultural or
irrigation design.

The discount application is available
at www.forstafilters.com/price-quote.

Water-Right Acquires WaterCare

Water-Right Inc. has acquired
WaterCare Corp. Both companies are
family-owned, with Water-Right’s Kurt
Gruett and WaterCare’s Bill Granger
being second- and third-generation
leaders, respectively.

Under the restructuring, WaterCare
now exists as a division of Water-
Right. WaterCare dealers will continue
to carry the WaterCare product line.

WOQA To Create Second
International Task Force
- The WQA
E is developing a
[ = ~ Southeast Asia
= _ Task Force to
= - serve member
4T ~, companies in
~ ten Southeast
Asia countries.
The task force will develop meeting
agendas and host several meetings
each year to discuss issues facing water
treatment companies, including stan-
dards and regulations, certifying prod-
ucts in the U.S. and promoting the
water industry in Southeast Asia.

NGWA Names Director of
Science & Technology

David R. Wunsch, Ph.D., was
named director of science and tech-
nology for the NGWA, leaving his
position as state geologist of New
Hampshire after 10 years.
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