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Emergency Preparedness

As I write this, the U.S. is in the wake of two natural disasters: the
carthquake that rocked the East Coast on Aug. 23 and Hurricane Irene,
which spun its way from the Carolinas to Canada just a few days later.

Many East Coast residents can consider themselves lucky. The earth-
quake was more of a surprise than anything else—according to reports,
Hurricane Irene, weakening as it moved north, may have prompted evacu-
ations and mass transit shutdowns, but it did not cause as much damage as
was first feared.

Nonetheless, the quake rocked foundations and the hurricane’s storm
surge and heavy rains caused widespread flooding, raising concerns about
the availability and safety of drinking water and bringing back memories of
past disasters, like Hurricane Katrina, which made clean water supplies a source of major alarm.

According to the National Ground Water Assn. (NGWA), the quake could have affected well
water supplies, causing turbidity. Flooding was the main concern, however. Many municipal treat-
ment systems were affected by the flooding, resulting in widespread boil water alerts. NGWA also
cautioned private well users against drinking well water if they experienced flooding, advising boiling
water or using bottled water until a water treatment professional could assess water quality and fix
any damage to the well.

In the event of a disaster, experts counsel that each person needs 1 gal of water per day, and recom-
mend having a three-day supply on hand. This is often where bottled water comes into play, but a
three-day supply can be hard to come by, as evidenced by grocery stores’ empty bottled water aisles
in the days before a storm. Attempting to resolve this problem, innovators have created devices that
allow storage of water from other sources. Texas resident David Dodgen created one such product, the
AquaPodKit, after seeing the effects of hurricanes on the Gulf Coast. The device allows residents to
safely store up to 65 gal of water in a bathtub.

Events like recent earthquake and hurricanes remind us how important it is to have clean water for
drinking, bathing and washing, and how easy it is to take our clean water supply for granted. They
also help us remember the importance of being prepared.

Whether you live in a disaster-prone area or not—as we saw with the earthquake, natural disas-
ters can pop up in unexpected areas—consider educating your customers on drinking water safety
in times of emergency. Provide information on how flooding or another natural catastrophe could
affect a well or treatment system, as well as recommendations on how much water to have on hand
and instructions on properly boiling water to make it safe to drink. Armed with this information,
customers will have the know-how to stay safe and avoid waterborne illness in the wake of an emer-
gency. They also can rest assured that you will be ready to get their systems up and running when the
storm has passed.

Kate Cline, managing editor
kcline@sgemail.com
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e Membranes
* Business Column
o WQA Forum

® Pumps
¢ Residential Water Treatment
e Groundwater Special Section

Water Quality Products is on Facebook! Visit our page for photos from industry events, industry news
and a chance to tell us what you think. Find us at http://on.fb.me/ecrht8.

4 | WATER QUALITY PRODUCTS

R R I R R R R R R T S S R R T N I I R R R R R R R T T S S I R T R R R I R I I R R R R R N I R R R I I I BN

WATE

QUALITY
PRODUCTS

Scranton Gillette Communications Inc.
3030 W. Salt Creek Ln., #201, Arlington Heights, IL 60005-5025
tel: 847.391.1000 « fax: 847.390.0408

editorial staff

wqpeditor@sgemail.com

Editorial Director
Managing Editor
Associate Editor
Associate Editor
Associate Editor

Editorial Intern
Editorial Intern

Graphic Designer

Neda Simeonova
Kate Cline

Caitlin Cunningham
Elizabeth Lisican
Leslie Streicher
Jeff Zagoudis
Raissa Rocha

Dan Soltis

advertising & sales

Integrated Media Consultant
dheidkamp @sgemail.com

Classified Ad Sales Manager
daly@sgemail.com

Reprint Coordinator
amiller@sgemail.com

List Rental Contact

Advertising Coordinator
rfonferko@sgemail.com

Don Heidkamp
847.391.1047

Donna Aly
480.941.0510, ext.13

Adrienne Miller
847.391.1036

John Ganis
914.368.1024

Renee Fonferko
847.391.1005

management

Vice President/Publisher

VP Custom Publishing &
Creative Services

VP Events
VP Information Technology

Director of Audience
Development

Director of Creative Services
& Promotions

Dennis Martyka
dmartyka@sgemail.com

Diane Vojcanin

Harry Urban
Joel Hughes

Doug Riemer

Sandi Stevenson

corporate

Chairperson
President/CEQ

Sr. Vice President

Sr. Vice President, CFO

Chairman Emeritus

K.S. Gillette
E.S. Gillette

A. 0’'Neill
Dave Shreiner

H.S. Gillette (1922-2003)

editorial advisory board

Rick Andrew

Francis Boodoo

Frank Brigano, Ph.D.
Diego Bonta

Myron Lupal, BA, CWS VI
Marianne Metzger

Jeff Roseman, CWS VI

«7BPA

WORLDWIDE"

S

NSF International

Purolite

KX Technologies LLC

Dow Water & Process Solutions
Luminor Environmental
National Testing Labs

Freelance Writer & Consultant

ater \\ American Water
Eiv}": ‘ Works Association

AsSDCIATIEN



