industry insight

Bill Dodd

Compiled by Kate Cline

Education for
Legislation

Legislation and regulations have a large
impact on the water quality industry—but
the industry also has the power to impact
the legislation that affects it. Water Quality
Products Managing Editor Kate Cline
recently spoke with Bill Dodd, California
State Assembly candidate and member of
the water industry, about the importance of
educating legislators.

Kate Cline: What are the top legislative/
regulatory issues currently facing the water quality
industry in California?

Bill Dodd: As has been the case for many
years, the water quality industry has to be
prepared for any business-unfriendly legislation.
Getting members organized and prepared to speak
with their legislators on an annual basis is an
important strategy in legislative preparedness.

Cline: How have softener bans affected the
industry in California? Do you expect more
regulations on softeners in the future?

Dodd: Softener bans have had a significant
impact on softener sales over the years. Given past
legislation, I would expect more regulations moving
through the legislature in the coming years.

Cline: What new legislation do you predict for 20142

Dodd: I don’t have any idea what the current
legislature has in store for 2014. That is the
problem—nobody does, yet the industry needs
to be prepared for legislation when it occurs. The
Pacific Water Quality Assn./Water Quality Assn.
have an excellent lobbyist who is constantly on top
of legislative activities.

Cline: How can dealers, manufacturers and
other industry members influence the legislation
that affects water treatment?

Dodd: Once again, it is important to be
prepared and working annually to educate legisla-
tors, whether or not legislation has been drafted.
Now that term limits [for the California State

Assembly] have been extended from six to 12 years,
it is more important to get moderate, business-
friendly candidates elected.

Cline: Why is it important for industry
members to advocate for their industry?

Dodd: Without members advocating for their
industry, there is a void of information, which can
lead to legislation that could significantly under-
mine the water quality industry.

Cline: What are some tip for initiating contact
with local, state or national representatives?

Dodd: Having served on the Napa County
Board of Supervisors for four terms, I have found
that the state legislators are responsive to their
constituents. Make sure when you call for an
appointment that you let the staff member know
you are a registered voter in his or her district and
own a business, and explain how many employees
and customers you have. wgp

Bill Dodd is Napa County (Calif.) supervisor, a
candidate for the California State Assembly and a
former president of the Water Quality Assn. and
Pacific Water Quality Assn. Dodd can be reached at
bill@billdodd.com or 707.287.7249.

Kate Cline is managing editor of Water Quality Products.
Cline can be reached at kcline@sgcmail.com
or 847.391.1007.

For more information on this subject write in 1009 on this
issue’s reader service card.

Water Quality Goes to Washington

On Oct. 1 and 2, Water Quality
Assn. (WQA) staff and members
traveled to Washington, D.C., to
explain the association’s positions,
answer questions and offer facts
and figures on Capitol Hill.
Highlights included:
e Sen. John McCain’s office (R-A2).
McCain will be taking a more cen-
tral role in water issues in Arizona,
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and his staff asked to be briefed
on the committee on salinity.

e Sen. Dianne Feinstein’s
office (D-CA). Staff expressed
particular interest in WQA
activities and data, and want to
work together on point-of-use
issues and providing water to
underserved communities.

¢ Rep. John Shimkus (R-IL). As

chairman of the Subcommittee
on Environment and Economy
of the Energy and Commerce
Committee, Shimkus is commit-
ted to helping particularly with
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency issues.

—David Loveday, WQA
Director of Government
Affairs & Communications
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WaterSense Helps Commercial Kitchens
Save Water, Energy, Money

The U.S. EPA’s WaterSense [
program released a final speci-
fication for water- and energy-
efficient commercial pre-rinse
spray valves. By installing these
spray valves, commercial kitchens could save more
than 7,000 gal of water annually and reduce their
water and energy costs by more than $115 per year.

Citizens Petition for Reopening of
Fracking-Related Pollution Investigations

Protesters gathered at
Lafayette Park, marched to
the U.S. EPA headquarters in
Washington, D.C., and deliv-
ered 250,000 signatures from
concerned citizens across the U.S. The signatures
demanded that EPA reopen investigations into
fracking-related pollution in Pennsylvania, Texas
and Wyoming,.

Strategic Groundwater Reserves
Found in Kenya

Two aquifers in northern
Kenya were identified using
advanced satellite explora-
tion technology. The Lotikipi
Basin Aquifer could poten-
tially increase Kenya’s strategic water reserves, and
the Lodwar Basin Aquifer could serve as a strategic
reserve for the development of Lodwar, the capital of
Turkana County. More research will need to be done
to enable a more accurate assessment of the aquifers.

USGS Makes Progress Toward a
National Water Census

The U.S. Geological Survey
led a congressional briefing
featuring state and regional
water stakeholders who spoke
about vital uses of compre-
hensive water information that would be met by the
National Water Census called for by the SECURE
Water Act of 2009. The Water Census is part of an
overarching Department of the Interior initiative
known as WaterSMART, which works to achieve a
sustainable water strategy to help meet the nation’s
water needs.

EPA Fines BIA for Keams Canyon Drinking
Water Violations

The U.S. EPA reached a settlement with the
Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA), including civil penalties of $136,000
for violations of the Safe Drinking Water Act at the
Keams Canyon Public Water Supply system. EPA
found that the BIA exceeded drinking water stan-
dards for arsenic and failed to monitor for arsenic
and disinfection compounds. wgp
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